
Vatsalya Livelihood Programme
Under the title of “Vatsalya livelihood programme namely Upaarjan”, the American India Foundation (AIF) started  its successful Market-Aligned Skills Training (MAST) program to Rajasthan in partnership with Jaipur based NGO Vatsalya. The first centre was launched in the Shastri Nagar slums on October 7  2009 and it is now run in 7 centers, located near slums of Jaipur.
The MAST program works mainly with high school dropouts aged 18-30 years in urban centers, and equips them with skills and confidence to access entry-level jobs in high-growth service industries, while matching the needs of the local economy. 
“According to recent estimates, there are 1.5 million unemployed youth in Rajasthan. There is a need to address the skills gap and make the unemployed youth `employable’. “MAST complements the Rajasthan government’s goal of employment generation for balanced growth and the Rajasthan Livelihoods Mission’s move towards skill enhancement and increasing employability.”
MAST has been able to make critical interventions towards upgrading the skill base and employability of disadvantaged youth. It positions them for sustainable livelihoods that are aligned with their skill sets and innate qualities, thus improving their standard of living and creating financial security for them and their families. 
Vatsalya conduct market scans to identify jobs in demand by the local economy. Youth are registered for training at outreach activity like road shows, house to house visit. Through 3-month course modules taught by industry practitioners, they acquire skills that help them integrate into the formal economy.
All the students who completed MAST program through Upaarjan Center have got job offering their hands and over 75 per cent have joined the industry workforce within Jaipur.  “This is not merely a training program. It has a 70% placement rate, and also offers of post placement support to trainees.”
	Table A: Vatsalya Livelihood programme for disadvantaged young population

	Year 
	Young people Trained 
	Young people Placed 
	Disabled Trained 
	Disabled Placed  

	April 2009-March 2010
	Male 
	110
	Male 
	96
	Male 
	-
	Male 
	-

	
	Female 
	111
	Female 
	108
	Female 
	-
	Female 
	-

	
	Total
	221
	Total 
	204
	Total  
	-
	Total  
	-

	April 2010-March 2011
	Male 
	696
	Male 
	504
	Male 
	35
	Male 
	10

	
	Female 
	922
	Female 
	594
	Female 
	7
	Female 
	1

	
	Total
	1618
	Total 
	1098
	Total  
	42
	Total  
	 

	April 2011- till October 2011
	Male 
	405
	Male 
	311
	Male 
	24
	Male 
	8

	
	Female 
	901
	Female 
	272
	Female 
	23
	Female 
	6

	
	Total
	1306
	Total 
	583
	Total  
	47
	Total  
	14


For details, please contact:

Hitesh@vatsalya.org or www.vatsalya.org 








