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Dear Friends,
I never imagined that a day would come in my life when I would have to write about Omkar in this tragic
context. Our dear Omkar, an extraordinary human being, a cherished and wonderful friend to everyone he met,
passed away on September 9th. He acquired a lung infection about a month ago that became more and more
severe each day. He was put on life support for over a fortnight, as we kept praying and hoping for a miracle.
Though everyone was prepared for the inevitable, his demise shocked and saddened everyone so deeply that life
came to a standstill at Vatsalya. Omkar was only around 40 years old, full of life and energy, and it seems so
unbelievable that he is no more. He served us with an incomparable and extraordinary devotion and allegiance
for ten years and it is hard to imagine life will be the same without him.
Many of you have had the pleasure of being served by Omkar and know very well that even though technically
his job was just to drive, he did a great deal more than that. He had so much more to give that it was hard for
him to confine himself to his role of a driver. It was equally hard for others to see or treat him just as a driver.
Omkar had a great sense of awareness about how he could contribute in building the organization. And he did
it, through his organising, managing, negotiating and collaborating skills. He also cared deeply for all, guided
and protected our children and families and was always there to do whatever task was assigned to him. And
he always got it done, no matter what; he always got the job done. And he got it done because of his pleasant
personality, perseverance and intense desire to serve the organization.
It was an honour to be served by a man like Omkar. Our lives will never be same without his constant presence
in Vatsalya and for many years to come, we will tell stories of how this wonderful man lived his life to the
fullest and served with the utmost care and loyalty. ...

It is said that death is more universal than life: everyone Dies but not everyone Lives. But our

Omkar

did! He lived to the fullest and that’s what we want to remember now. I wish to leave you with images of
Omkar who touched deeply the lives of many at Vatsalya and the world around...

With

Omkar on the driving seat, there was no need to worry about anything at all. He was such an

elegant image driving all kinds of vehicles, at any hour of the day or night. Picnics, educational trips, airport
pickups at mid night, driving children to hospital for surgeries and checkups, business meetings- Omkar was
always there for it all.

With

Omkar around, there was always fun, encouragement and discipline for children. He loved them,

understood them, supported and protected them. He constantly came up with ideas and actions to enhance
their comfort and quality of care...

Omkar; a quick learner and an ardent achiever; participated in almost all the activities of Vatsalya and
made a big difference in outcome of the programs. Below, besides other things, you can see him keenly checking
the quality of wheat being purchased for Vatsalya children and consulting with the paramedical officer doing
haemoglobin test on children...

And,

Omkar knew how to enjoy life! Never missed any opportunity to enjoy- be it dancing, teasing

friends and colleagues, enjoying a good meal and a hearty talk with children and staff or even pretending to be
a scholar in a seminar...:)

Our life would never be the same again with

Omkar gone. He was always with us, around us like a

shadow. He was truly wonderful not only in his life but moved people around the world even as he bid his
farewell. In days to come, the realization of his death would be a bitter challenge to face and accept for us all,
for, he has created a vacuum here at Vatsalya and in many of our lives...

We want to convey our deepest gratitude to friends around the world who gave us courage and support in this
critical time.

Omkar was given the BEST treatment possible as he fought for his life. Even though it

was almost certain that he would not be able to make it, we did not give up on him and we could do it because
of your support.
support Thank you very much for remembering Omkar and honouring him with your affection, prayers
and financial support. I am sure we will continue to be united in commemorating the memories of this
wonderful man...
Thank you very much once again.
Warm regards, Jaimala

